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as well as smaller cities, represent the older Italy famous for its art and
industry from the Middle Ages onward. The seaport of Trieste in far
northeastern Italy lies just beyond the edge of the Po Basin. The still
greater port of Genoa in the west is cut off from the basin only by a
narrow band of mountains.
The peninsula of Italy consists of a backbone in the form of the
Apennine Mountains, with a narrow fringe of coastal plain on the east
and a wider, but nevertheless narrow, plain on the west. Two of Italy's
greatest as well as most famous cities lie on the inner edge of the western
coastal plain, namely, Florence (Firenze) on the Arno River and Rome on
the Tiber. Naples, which follows Rome and Milan as the third largest
Italian city, also lies on the western coastal plain. Its 900,000 people live
close to the sea, with Vesuvius at their backs. On the entire east coast
for 400 miles southeastward from Venice there is no large city until Bari
is reached near the "heel" of Italy, and it has barely 200,000 people. The
mountainous island of Sicily has three large seaports, Messina at the
northeast corner, Palermo far west on the north coast, and Catania on
the east coast directly south of the great volcano of Aetna. The presence
of these three great cities is surprising when we note that the equally
mountainous islands of Sardinia (Italian) and Corsica (French) have
only one large city (Cagliari), and its population is only a trifle over
100,000. Sicily has large cities partly because ocean traffic through the
Strait of Messina helps all three, but much more because rich volcanic
soil around Aetna and elsewhere, and a fairly good rainfall on the north
coast, enable a dense population to get a living.
One of the most interesting features of Italy is the contrast between
north and south. If Rome, which lies midway from north to south,
is counted with the north, all five of Italy's great inland cities lie in the
north, as do three of the seaports. The south, on the other hand, has
six seaports. This is like the contrast which we have found in both
North and South America. Inland cities grow to large size mainly in
the cooler climates which are well adapted to manufacturing. In warm
climates commerce is the chief business of cities, and therefore seaports are
the places with the most chance to grow,
A more significant contrast is seen in A166. This shows the pro-
• ductivity of the land when all crops are averaged. In getting the averages
each crop is weighted according to its area. The price of each product
per pound is assumed to be the same everywhere. The astonishing fact
here is that in the north the productivity is two or even three times as
great as in the south. The main reason is that the north, especially the
Alpine valleys, enjoys relatively cool summers which have a fair rainfall
instead of the hot and almost absolutely dry summers which prevail in

